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(5) Summary of Claimed Subject Matter 

The claimed subject matter is directed to transferring digital tiles from a first client 
associated with a first subscriber to a communications system to a second client associated with a 
second subscriber io the communications system. The following summarizes each independent 
claim wnh reference 10 the application specification and the drawings. 

independent claim 1 is directed to a method of transferring a file from a first client, such 
as, for example, client. 702a of Fig. 7 , associated with a first subscriber to a communications 
system to a second client, such as, for example, client 702b of Fig. 7, associated with a second 
subscriber tu the communications system. Client 702a is connected to a communication!* system 
host, such as, for example, host 704. See page 26, lines 1 -5. An instant messaging 
communications session with the client 702b is established to enable instant messaging 
communications to be exchanged between the client 702a and the client 702b over a first 
communications channel. See page 26. line I to page 27. line 2. The first communications 
channel passes through the host 704. Sec page 26, lines 1-8. After establishing the instant 
messaging communications session, a request to establish a direct connection to the client 702b 
is sent through the host 704 to the client ?02b. See, for example, operation 720 of Fig. 7, page 
27. lines 3-1 1. If a user of client 702b accepts the request, a second communications channel is 
established, in the instant messaging communications session, between client 702a and 702b to 
enable files to be directly transferred between client 702a and 702b. The second 
communications channel consists of a direct connection to the client 702b that bypasses the host 
704. See. for example, operations 725-770 of fig. 7 and page 27, line 12 to page 28, hne 3, A 
file is transferred over the second communications channel. See, for example, operations 920- 
925 of Fig. 9 and page 30, lines 3-1 1 , 

independent claim 14 is directed to a method of transferring a file from a first client, 
such as, for example, client 702a of Fig. 7, associated with a first subscriber to a communications 
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subscriber to the communications system. Client 702b is connected to a communications system 
host, such as, for example, host 704. See page 26, lines I -5. An instant messaging 
communications session with the client 702a Is established to enable instant messaging 
communications to be exchanged between the client 702a and the client 702b over a first 



communications channel. Sec page 26, line I to page 27, line 2. The first communications 
channel passed through the host 704. See page 26. lines 1 -8. After establishing the instant 
messaging communications session, a request to establish a direct connection to the client 702b 
is received through the host 704 from she client 702a. See, for example, operation "25 of Fig. 7. 
page 27, lines 3- II. A user of client 702b is able to accept the request from the client 702a. A 
second communications channel is established, in the instant messaging communications session, 
between client 702a and 702b to enable files to be directly transferred between client 702a and 
702b, The second communications channel consists of a direct connection to the client 702a that 
bypasses the host 704. See, for example, operations 725-770 of Fig. 7 and page 27. line 12 to 
page 211 line 3. A file is received ox er the second communications channel. See. for example, 
operations 920-925 of Pig, 9 and page 30. lines 3-11. 

Independent claim 2'-) is directed to an apparatus for transferring one or more flies from a 
first client, such as, for example, client 702a of Pig. 1, associated with a first subscriber to a 
communications system to a second client, such as, for example, client 702b of Fig. 7. associated 
with a second subscriber to the communications system. The apparatus includes the first client, 
for example, client 702a of Fig. ? and is configured to connect client 702a to a communications 
system host, such as. for example, host 704. See page 26. lines 1-3. The apparatus is also 
configured to establish an instant messaging communications session with client ?02b to enable 
mstant messaging communications to be exchanged between client 702a and client 702b over a 
first communications channel. See page 26, lino 1 to page 27, line 2. The first communications 
channel passes through the host 704. See page 26, lines 1 -8. The apparatus is configured to 
send, after establishing the instant messaging communications session, a request to the client 
702h through the host 704 to establish a direct connection to the client 702b. See, for example, 
operation 720 of Fig. 7. page 27, lines 3- i 1 . If a user of client 702b accepts the request, the 
apparatus is configured to establish a second communications channel in the instant messaging 
communications session, between client ?02a and 702b to enable riles to be directly transferred 
between client 702a and 702b. The second communications channel consists of a direct 
connection to the client 702b that bypasses the host 704. See. for example, operations 725-770 
of Fig. 7 and page 27, fine 12 to page 28, line 3. The apparatus is also configured to transfer a 
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file over the second communications channel. See. for example, operations 920-925 of Fig. 9 
and page 30, lines 3-1 1 . 

Independent claim 30 .is directed to an apparatus for transferring one or more files from a 
first client, .such as, for example, client "02a of i : ig. 7, associated with a first subscriber to a 
communications system to a second client, such as, for example, client 702b of Fig. 7, associated 
with a second subscriber to the communications system. The apparatus includes the second 
client, for example, client 702a of Fig. 7 and is configured to connect client 702b to a 
communications system host, such as, for example, host 704. See page 26, iir.es I -5. The 
apparatus is configured to establish an instant messaging communications session with the client 
702a to enable instant messaging communications to be exchanged between the client 702a and 
the client 702b over a first communications channel. See page 26, line 1 to page 27, line 2. The 
first communications channel passes through the host 704. See page 26, lines 1 -H. The 
apparatus is configured to receive, after establishing the instant messaging communications 
session, a request to establish a direct connection to the client 702b through the host 704 from the 
client 702a. See, ibr example, operation 725 of Fig. 7, page 27, lines 3-1 1 . The apparatus is 
configured to enable a user of client 702b to accept the request from the client 702a. The 
apparatus is also configured to establish, in the instant messaging communications session, a 
second communications channel between client 702a and 702b 10 enable files to be directly 
transferred between client 702a and 702b. The second communications channel consists of a 
direct connection to the chum 702a that bypasses the host 704. See, for example, operations 
725-770 of Fig. 7 and page 27, line 12 to page 28. line 3. The apparatus is configured to receive 
a rile is received over the second communications channel. See, for example, operations 920- 
925 of Fig. 9 and page 30, lines 3- i 1 . 

Independent claim 3 1 is directed to a computer program such as, for example, a client 
^ x ni'o| o> „heui "02.1, \k\ed o \ s t.„rapuki T e< d.-ble .redi im iei h- isk a fie .kv ^ 
first client, such as, for example, client 702a of Fig, 7, associated with a first subscriber to a 
communications system to a second client, such as, for example, client 702b of Fig. 7, associated 
with a second subscriber to the communications system. See page 5, lines 4-1 6. and page 25, 
Hoes 9- J 5. The controller includes instructions for connecting client 702a to a communications 
system host, such as, for example, host 704. See page 26, lines 1-5. The controller also includes 



instructions tor establishing an instant messaging communications session with client ?02b to 
enable instant messaging communications to he exchanged between client 702a and client 702b 
over a first communications channel. See page 26. line 1 to page 27, line 2. The first 
communications channel passes through the host 704. See page 26, lines 1-8. The controller 
include;'- instructions for sending, after establishing the instant messaging communications 
session, a request to the client 702b through the host 704 to establish a direct connection to the 
client 702b. See, for example, operation 720 of Fig. 7, page 2". lines 3-1 i . The controller 
includes instructions tor establishing, in the instant messaging communications session and if a 
user of client 702b accepts the request, a second communications channel in the- instant 
messaging communication* session, between client 702a and 702b to enable files to be directly 
transferred between client 702 a and 702b. The second communications channel consists of a 
dheci connection to the client 702b that bypasses the host 704. See, for example, operations 
725-770 of Fig. 7 and page 27. line 12 to page 28, line 3. The controller inch-ides instructions for 
transferring a file over the second communications channel. See, for example, operations 920- 
925 of Fig. 9 and page 30, lines 3-1 1, 

Independent claim 36 is directed to a computer program, such a?, tor example, a client 
iii <n 'er ^ U es i " ^ t h,e i c i '~Ie u n . fijst v kjH a^ Km vo.ipc tin 

702a of Fig. 7, associated with a first subscriber to a communications system to a second client, 
such as, for example, client 702b of Fig. 7. associated with a second subscriber to the 
communications system. See page 5, lines 4-16, and page 25. lines 9-15. The controller 
includes instructions for connecting client 702b to a communications system host, such as, for 
example, host 704, See page 26, lines 1-5. The controller includes instructions for establishing 
an instant messaging communications session with the client 702a to enable instant messaging 
communications to he exchanged between the client 702a and the client 702b over a first 
communications channel. Sec page 26, line J to page 27, line 2. The first communications 
channel passes through the host 704. See page 26, lines 1-8. The controller includes instructions 
for receiving, after establishing the instant messaging communications session, a request through 
the host 704 from the client 702a to establish a direct connection to the client 702b. See, for 
example, operation 725 of Fig. ?, page 27, lines 3-11. The controller includes instructions lor 
enabling a user of client 702b to accept the request from the client 702a. The controller also 
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(7) Argument 

(a) Independent claims 1. 2^, aarl 31, and their dcpta dcni claims, are not ohvsou s 
over Donovan, van Hoff, aad Mivake 

Independent claims I, 29 and 31 each recite, among other features, "establishing an 
instant messaging communications session with the second client to enable instant messaging 
communications to be exchanged between the first client and the second client uver a Just 
iO^mitr.u r.ons c! jnr.el. the *Vt eo mma^varou.-- Uv?\\\ rv^.vig fine igh dv t.o<.w\nvv 
system host" {emphasis added), "after establishing the instant messaging communications 
session, sending, through the communications system host, a .request to the second client to 
establish a direct connection to the second client" (emphasis added), and "if a user of the seeoad 
dien t accepts the request establishing^ in. the .instaoi messagiag communications session, a 
second communications channel between She first client and the second client to enable files to 
be directly transferred between the first client and the second client, wherein the second 
communications channel consists of a direct connection to the second cheat that bypasses the 
communications system host" (emphasis added) Appellants request reversal of the rejection of 
claims 1 . 29 and 3 1 , and their dependent claims, because neither Donovan, van Rolf. Mivake any 
proper combination of the three describes or suggests establishing an instant messaging 
communications session to enable instant messaging communications to be exchanged between a 
first and a second client system over a first communications channel that passes through a 
communications system host and, after the instant messaging communications session has been 
established, sending a request to a second client system through the communications system host 
which, if accepted by a user of the second client system, establishes, in the same instant 
messaging communications session, a second communications channel for transferring files that 
consists of a direct connection to the second client system. 

As stated in the response to the Office Action of January 23, 2.006, Donovan describes a 
universal mstant messaging system tor the internet. Donovan's system describes a first user 
(e.g.. "Bill") initiating an instant messaging communications session for sending an instant 
message to a second user (e.g., 'Ted") by clicking on the second user's name in a window 50. 
See paragraph 0033. In response to the first user clicking on the second user's name, an 1M 



manager 34 of the first user sends a message to a SP IS of the second user (i.e., the instant 
messaging service provider of the second user) requesting a connection to the !.M manager 3S of 
the second user. See paragraph 003 A. In response to receiving the request, the S? 1 8 may 
display to she second user a window indicating that the first user is requesting to contact the 
second user via the 1M system and prompting the second user to respond to the request. See 
paragraph 0034. if the second user accepts the request, an instant messaging communication 
session is initiated over a connection thai is established between the PCs of the two users. 

if a peer-to-pcer connection is available between the PCs of the two users, the instant 
messaging communication session -s sr.it: Ued b\ the IM manager ?A usmg a J:rec. pec-to-poer 
connection between the first user PC and the second user PC over which the two users may 
directly exchange instant messages and flies. See paragraphs 0035-37 if a peer-to-peer 
connection is not available between the PCs of the two users, the instant messaging 
communication session is initiated using a relay connection that is established between SP 14 of 
iV i ■> ^e ,;\ n !/ ' .oti'^wtro >s.! . ci \ >k i re tv o »,-e o^^i c ^taiu 
messages and flies. See paragraphs 0035-37. 

Thus. Donovan describes the acceptance of the request by the second user as a 
prerequisite for establishing an instant messaging communications session for enabling instant 
messages to be exchanged between the users. After the request has beer; accepted by the second 
user, the instant messaging communications session is initiated over a direct peer-to-peer 
connection or over a relay connection, depending on what type of connection is available. 

Notably, the second user is not described as being able to choose, accept or reject a 
particular tvpe of connection (i.e., a peer-to-peer connection or a relay connection) over which 
the instant messaging communication session will take place. Rather, the type of connection is 
determined by factors (m this case, the availability of the peer-to-peer connection as dictated by 
undisclosed system constraints) other than the input of the user of the PC to which the 
connection will be made. Moreover, once the instant messaging communication session has 
been initiated, no further connection requests are exchanged between the users. Accordingly, 
Donovan does not describe or suggest establishing an instant messaging communications session 
to enable instant messaging communications to be exchanged between a first and a second client 
system over a first communications channel that passes through a communications system host 



ara a.U, mo n stain res.auo-^on -n xau.x s sosb.un N a« freer »=t,a K xtspcd^ x <h a . udi-i 
V ^ -i eond v" ! c'it ^uii biat a, 1 1 1 l tor rsu jctid ^ sh\\ti H>-> \s\v< K ** .xx'epu 1 *! hj a iiscs 
the second diem system _ c tabbshes 10 'he s.>:i\ a^tam iros^'nj. eooins nn: x^rs sj^-atr . 
j ceo wir rar'Uit.er^ en n .e toe tta ■sttu ml, tut? tbat v0.,3ist. ot a rmxt ;oixraot\ s : .e 
seeotur client svstem. 

VI s does ro. it.' f ed% * sx U i'osc <a' itoaoN ^ ; to deserve >>, v ^e-x dns >e...o>t 
\! \akc ie^a^ a b-n (Jc ^uo-was pat;e r >\<an th.x rvhle-. ^vo-v aN '■xbo 
to raua t eat o" bet ^ tor tv*o } xn f er k'unxd.- Na ~nd . s i tlxo.^- i a bd&e a .a.x<)n Z' 1 ar.i, < 
Cxi *h a? -<c. ~.o-ix\" vOxV Mtn.u x<-r btla for * l ic h\o >uu tc^jxjabj ' ^ a*,*.! bo S*e co* 5. 
ires 6 -o* V > ko u-^LxibeN • usu o* the pogo term x ' Vi ocr\a ab>e to var a x-u *o pees 
te- ra.ur v.at or \v rn a i so 1 ' ui tne <>asor ^b ^oe »o! ~ It xx 4r--c 

'i .be <v rs{ v o ur.x JxreiUv i\ v -bed K v \I.s .w or^e "ax v*sei vl paix" orn a ai I 
a^OTx i - to s< a* ^ axer-i^-peu cmx^a nitatx \ rx" ox* o* p*. „e. ieir.ii k-. 8 o .be pro*" 1 
peu a^r .a near . i s «i>a >wrv.ci ^ ab\a\\ ?o ab v V bo e\oealtJ Sea tt» a^t "r 

Uv t ■pt b't> i'^ 'i\th ixTxenK v.ser o.i^c toe i scr v i i !«.!>ef t.i.r.na Sa krrU'o 
-u>- a poer-\>-; w.i e. mi. a s'c no.! v. t m C 1 1 sen'J vrti t. t.xi.iax >^b tl ro 1 ^ -a, \>-s so -> 
ax. Svsu^i ids -v ^to^'u^hx .uij^.eiv of f x -p\aoi *onxj a 1 - .8a n.d x^l J oi^lo \sbc; ! x" o> % x>t 
. ree -*o-oati « v>iiiXiior v> aiejrat Xs.b- u Oxrat:ct\> x 'luoa^Ii Jx" b ^es^uxi laws lb 
e f <xb i^bad u> or..-)' oar/i viiL.uia'.s Wi\uv ''.^ I'vo a^.s ba c . ^ lue.a- 1 ? ool bJ 

\o>h >ke -i Lo'a iioai {boc> t n.t njoxMxL 'okm t^ as >)o ! aLO ai xi\o '.Viv^a 1 ^ 

-ox oixt . set 1 x 1 ^ r ,->! ^ ju ter raal x -a is ix\ ^ 'boa bej v .bio t.> Jx"h\-< i tap, ot 
iciott a paatx, t o :>pe . r v.omxx ua (. t' . a pee 4 - a-noe co,ii}.\ti.«i oi x oo usee x> , ibsoaal, i ls .o 
ba ,o s atx'in .Oiou '^.id' ( .k aw.Lsk t.cv ^owon u id akepace \atKr 'xpt 
oi) nottxor ' ■> d.ien n, tC ai'oTaU.ai \ b 1 la>*oi-in ns>u\t r* ^sral 7'"Mih. is .aid 

a' _5 ro.r^ acoa;4\at vc^ub <! oa-j ^ ic. iiaa Lie npot a* ,nc a?ci ot t'.e aagc. ten v ; 1 na 1 ! ^b t > 
« nth f ic vtmixctiOx' ^ il! bo 'oadc Skx ao^ef o^c tbt voir n, jjcat a nv.^s o 1 1; ioco 
!.\Oax\\ no sub'fCUi .t o ii^n 'ou 'e-i^au om,1 <nsxd bof\%eer Jx t'-o^s .oi a^co; ta axo o< 

exx'ioaK'hr isers Kavho. ' t m> ! vt'ao'U eoixitv'KXj io^uos-s -e exena^yea b>' v wat n 
p . v -u «.r.i aaN IS,, S jrd "lie i so x *i<ni 1 1> t <3 a^vtp* vco o* icjt ..km b 1 .bo p^aej 



Applicant : .S;jl!!K-s Crawford 

Serial No. . 09/597,784 

Filed : him 19. 2000 

Page - 10 of 2? 



Attorney's !)o-:kct No : 06975, 
097JXI I / Communications 2 1 



terminals 1 8a, 1 8b, ana the base station 10, not by the users of the pager terminals 1 8a, 1 8b. See 
col. 9, line 19 to col. 10, line 12. Accordingly. Miyakc. like Donovan, also does not describe or 
suggest establishing an instant messaging communications session to enable instant messaging 
communications to be exchanged between a first and a second client system over a first 
communications channel that passes through a communications system host and, after the instant 
messaging communications session has been established, sending a requ est to a second client 
system through the communications system host which, if accepted by a user of Che second 
client system, establishes, in the same instant messaging communications session , a second 
cornmtaiications channel for transferring tiles thai consists of a direct connection to the second 
client system. 

Van Hoff describes a system and method tor establishing a peer- to- peer communication 
connection between computer programs from the same security domain. Van Hoff does not 
describe or suggest user acceptance or rejection of peer-to-peer communication requests, much 
less desenbe or suggest the above- recited feature. Rather, van Hoff describes two computers 

exchanging peer-to-peer communication requests, the requests being accepted or rejected by the 
computers themselves, not by the users of the computers. 

The Examiner responded to these arguments m an advisory action mailed on September 
26, 2006: 

Applicant argues, us substance, acaittst ihe cor»bn;;3tior; of lbs prior art of record; 
Donovan (2004/0 1 93722), van Hoff (5,76 1 ,42 1 ). Miyakc (6,678,34 1 ) to teach the limitations of 
the independent claims. 

In response to Applicant's arguments agarcut the references individually, one cannot 
^ oA x n, b, vu ;e-s b 4 a-U Mit^ cL j e KC- 1 io> )dut o : slu. ie-ec. t'^ an" c iv.," on 
.-ioiij.o^o;,:!:,' ^ . i . rv :H ' \2 * 2, * 1 > CNrV ~"1 n -f V 1 - ' \ I-'s 
Merck &Co.. f , 2d 1091,233 USPQ 375 {.Fed. Cir. 1986). PiHthetffiore, the .test for 
obviousness -is. not whether die features, of a secondary reference may -be bodily siice-rperated into 
she sltxittture oiihe primary reference; nor i.« it Elicit the claimed invention snast l>e expressly 
sasyge!»ted n; any o-se or all of ?he referertces Hasher, the test is what the combined teachings of 
she references would have suggested to those of ordinary stall In the an. See in te Keller. 642 F 
2d, 413, 208 USFQ 87S (CCPA 1981). 

modifying the-teaehings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention where there rs some 
tcachim.:, Si.si. ! t;estion. or motivation to do so found it) the references ihentsdves <.ir its the 

^ I ^ , il ' li «!■><■ >K >ulull.rvs\ it i,. " ^ ( ^ ^ "V I I s 

In this case; Donovan's teaching o f establishing aa instant -messaging- session between two asm is 
modified by van Hoff and Miyake who. teach that a- user may accept or reject forming a direct 
peer-to-peer eorsnnunicaiiori with another user. Miyake -farther teaches .user's ■commsmioaling via 



Page : 1 i of 27 

.tnetikr UjCt rcuvt> til? iiruf prj-i^^?r ^oimec^n request, d t- a l^\w%a\ nrc<.Ui>j. 5s 

_ > 1< JriL, j«.^Di.i.ii\.« .->: [><«k.\ar. ^-nIK*» and Mivi'e ^uvfjic jcli-osos ih: 

'i ant ,\ Jt.a rt-< : <u -icJ o;u\ - pt\r-V r\oi cornice .le*! ^ :.s ;. st^otiii ;Lmnoi, ^hcrc-ir >e 0;r\: 
i\\'i-;o pc -v < C'li.wi 'lot m,n ; e;i\vD!i.v, ->r re<'.\.c<: ^va u^e- VppXj'V » Ar^ums.-nt'- jre 
re ( or" pc rsu^s'\ c ji. i she rci x : v n imf\ r tL~ pi .or a \ ,?ir \v\:a\rvd 

Sec paL,e 2 i'l Adwsoix Aeisoi id Stptemhet zo. ?00o A.s best ande*stood. the Fxainirur 
appventk w t ^knu 1 is?i;e wsth she arguments mbnrtieJ by appellants again?: Denman. Miyakc. 
and 1 CoiT a-i nnprooerh attacking each refer once man iduai h Vppc-Hants, hovt e\ ei . s-jbm.t 
lhat Mich arguments arc era -de appropriate aaemst a» obuousness icieciun when eaen of lite 
eif-.a re;ereri.es ias.s io uese::be < ■! fuggest the exact saroe feaUuc ano, there'". -ie, their 
eearihipanon, atoumoig, tit\'tonfo. Liat the ct>nibsi;aL>>:i would be piopoi. also fails lo describe 
suggest at Last this fcatuie 

[ ho Lxamisiev pdso a:?.er.s thot uin HeM and M-w.ke eontenphitc ujer acceptance of 
pct'F to peer coriiLeinm R\p esbJ and that Vhyake teacher <hJ. d a use? rejects a dr.eci pi ei -to- 
per conrectRn tvi.jco Heirs another a • wo-wa) eonpec!Ki;s ;s eifabhshed msioad v,i\c?esn 
i ho u-ieis lerusfi eoir-.tiinioat Ma a ba^c^atior; The rxr.nnnei rcters u cot r hne^ f>0-f^ 
and u'i :0, lines o-l,? n suppori ih^ cout^u'm. Xppeiiaut's ciujre!\ eusapee wib tht, 
l-xanunei V chasactai^anor i-t the teachings ot \an Hoff and Misake. As suued above, -ean Hoff 
je : v:iKs bu> oe.mpufe!? t\ehar.gmp peer- to peer toronumjeation reijuesis uls^ch arc .u cepted c>t 
resected by the vjinpu*e;s, n.>t b\ She useis e l 'thc oonir;uiCKs. Ccrcaa-'. to 'he Pxs v vri;t:"$ 
.-.s^LiUwii j; a as mated ai<u\c ueithoi ibe ..-icJ portion no- xty portion -A Msyuke eesenbos -t 
vacjiests that ibo u^er c>f pager terniiuj. Kb ^ able to aceep 1 or reject a peei-to-peer ^oniiL^ isVn 
icoeest to Cuab) e!(Cfaie w iKtiicr (.oinnninteritions vmII be sen Ktvveon t( e pag^i icrmmab ! Sa 
and iNb enecf} x>t thn-u^h the i>a?osfaucn io 

Foi at lean ihe?e reasons, ippellanis iw^ue^t jcversal vi the icjeeiion >>t elasnis I, . n:s and 
.xcd Ibesr dependent el^in- 2-13. 32-31 5"-. 55. 5", -M. 61, <S3. 0^.67, oO. 7 K 7^ 7<5 ; j5s a -7. 



oser Dosio^aB, van Hoff. asni Mhake 



Indepes dent e\5 its 14, .-.0 ana .'6 each a\.rt\ amors omei ttvauei ■'o^ibhidiMg an 
instant niCssaasre; ^L'"anu ocati o u- -^e^s-o n \\i:h the fh-l chert So liable h^unt r"c^i.>irrr, 
eonnn.:a>...H-k to bo -xclvauted between the TirM vhoat ami the p eeond ehent n first 
corr-is "teal .ts o jai :it He fitst coom. otcar.or-" ch ^te pais thux ijb the eomnei\eaonn\ 
tivMrt- }io«t" (ciiipLa-ip added b "altet o s^ah^tir^ tV n^a nl nsessapr.g communications 1 
sesssoa, Rvoni'ij/. tisu.ncn the e-oirsnaaieafiors s;.s;cm hos*, a wu^i tt to *he second 1 1 ert H> 
waKisb a direct einmction to "he second elicn? 1 (cmph^si'. added), "eisyb]hs& a user to acoeps. 
the request from the Orsf Uienf {omp ta^ts added], und "establishing, ;n the in-Mani ircssagsrca. 
cnriiraunxatious -x^sion, J second ^ontriur^cat^ns chaunci *>ctv,eesi the chert and t to 
<=i u>nd ehcr.i umHK fks to Ho d joelo- trjrsfeued oeoAcer. the fust cbem xsd tr.c second 
m-.it 1 1 ainvH trti' von i 1 n'v. i\h rs C\ - 'cuhm^o O'ic* vop'kc ion u> ' efN 
Jic.n that h\p t r-ses i ic eormutui aiuos ^v-sten host" 1 iempha^s added). f -v at 'east iiie ica^ns 
de^nbed abo\e. aotvllont-* lee^est ic\usa! <>i the -ccctiou c! wlann^ 1 4, H> and ib\ aud then 
dependent vLi-tn* 1 5 * '-40, 54, 5<\ 5b. (h», (O, 6-. 6(\ 08, "U 2, '6 -nj. became 
neither Der.owr s I {off. \Lya<e, >i>sr <r-v proaa* - u)rr>btnatiu'i ot the th-ee des^bes oj 
sih'ee<4.i the ieeiVC ieatuie^ 

jh) Independent claim 43, and its dependent claims, arc isot olnbnss owr Dqw-sh, 
vaa Holt, ■aaci Mivake 

Hdepcueent eia.ai -.^ recces, "'a :1ist ataph:ea unci sn+ertbee eienont y-jetuad rutd 
dn.i^ett *o not f\ c 1 ^ .-pciator of t h -t .^ae-'fte! lIk*^ of 'j fe-ji:est iiy the Hifii elsenl V e-it^ob ?h a 
dnt-et eorree-ion to tbc ^ec.'tU ebi.ri the inquest He-utj conaiiinicated to :hc s^onci ehejv by ,\ 
cswiiWiCdiior* <v^iv host artcr cstabinliircnt o a n niotMit nte^^gtng eon us unannot^ 
sesssitm \\i'h ate lust i.bent a-td the disu i eor-veK'L b}"oa=.^rtg tbc' t^iraivaroi. t>>slcin bttjL, 
t?ie aistani inc^uL-iPL coa;rnv;t; uii'oi 1 ^ .^e>^K>n enaMuii. mst'tr.* ne^a^r l t e.^ranuntedtioro. to be 
exchanged btt«eeii -.he ihbt etseat at;d d\- ^(.ood eiuri o\et a rhr eonativ:tKatu.ii> ^luimc: t bat 
pa^CN tboagb Use Cvr.sU'aii c.tH'ib ^^stc m bo^. , iuc z <c<: -nd giapiv.ai use! ioter:a>.e e!eme:it 
stmeu red in>i attanwd to cuahk 1 ssn opera Jor n( the st-condi oiie«J 50 authorize the 
C!>titbhshR5esst of the di^col coiiaoction aad a tile uanstb; osc the due*.! ^oisnect s_-r \r- thf 
rw..rr nics-Oriin g et,'rair-ans:aHons session" (e-.opb.'S'o added) t-V <r tea^i the "easo-a,^ dcscib^t 



.nvu\ ippoilai^ !«,uest rc\e^al »>f tlx TCfeetuju ofelami -tf ^i-i dependent dzini* 4*V-"2 
Keai^e ncunei Donowu N'as? sloff Miyake, nor juy ptepei conibh'ahn* uOhe d^roe de-cn^ 
'st -rsg^e^.s the i cciteJ fe^uic^ 
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Appendix of Claims 

1 . A method of transferring a tile from a first client associated with a first subscriber to a 
communications system to a second client associated with a second subscriber to the 
communications system, the method comprising: 

connecting the first client to a communications system host : 

establishing an instant messaging communications session with the second client to 
enable instant messaging communications to be exchanged between the first client and the 
second client over a first communications channel, the first communications channel passing 
through the communications system host. 

otter establishing the instant messaging communications session, sending, through the 
communications system host, a request to the second client to establish a direct connection to the 
second client; 

if a user ofihe second client accepts the request, establishing, in the instant messaging 
communications session, a second communications channel between the first client and the 
second client to enable files to be directly transferred between the first client and the second 
client, wherein the second communications channel consists of a direct connection to the second 
client that bypasses the communications system host; and 

transferring a file over the second communications channel. 

.1 The method of claim 1, wherein the request is authenticated by the communications 

system host. 

3. The method of claim I . wherein the second client accepts the request based on 
indicated preferences of the second subscriber. 

4. The method of el aim 1, wherein the direct connection is initiated by the second client. 

5. The method of claim 1 . wherein the direct connection to the second client is 
established using an IP address of the second client. 



ft "Ix. m\roO ot x.hm\ h further comprising displaying a graphical user interface 
mc*. cat.ru mat a t ulU i_onneehOii to the second client is established. 

7. The method of claim i > wherein the communications system host comprises an 
instant messaging host. 

is. 1'hc method of claim L wherein the file comprises a data Hie. 

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the Hie comprises a text file. 

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the Die comprises- a graphics file. 

1 1 . The method of claim i . wherein the nle comprise? an audio tile. 

12. The method of claim 1, wherein the file comprises a video file, 

11 The method of claim 1, wherein the direct connection is a socket connects?) 

14 A method of transferring a hit: from a first client associated with a fust -subscriber to 
u communications system to a second client associated with a second subscriber to the 
L-ornmunicstions system, the method comprising: 

connecting the second client to a communications system host: 

establishing an instant messaging communications session with the first cheat to enable 
n suit rji^n\r,j on run c«\ors to re <'*chv iget ecu die tnst „ >e it s d *K ^eu n J,,. A 
over a Jlrst communications channel, the first communications channel pas sing through the 
communications system host, 

after establishing the instant messaging communications session, rsceh ing, through the 
communications system host, a request from the first client to establish a direct connection: 

enabling a user to accept the request from the first client; 



estabhshi-ig. in the 'intent nie'^cuvin^ vommufiiCvtiions sts^nn. a ^txoul e^mnum eaisons 
Jiiiiiiid between :hs. nrs; clknt and the xvvvd clvr: to enable isic^ tt- b>- JircvTly uansnvned 
between ihe hrst client and the second «.Le?it. \\ herein she second C\ i i:i3Tsum(.atu>no> channel 
consists ot i di,ect connecter. V ihe tiiM c^en* lh.\* b\pas<jet> the cor'innjn^atvr!-'' «s;4em ho-H, 
and 

iect i\ tng a HU< over «he «et end eonrninnicalioos channel 

15 Ihe moih-'J of daim 14, -a hue n the rtaucst ;? uutbcnucaied b> the coiniuuniCuijnns 
system host. 

li- mi. lied ei ulai.r i - o..c^ uecep'n <a "tic icquev, h W^d snds^aied 
picierene<.>- of 'u su^xl -»i,bs^ sbu 

"7 1 it; n.etho.l et dann 14. "V\ie,. t^ni} t '.>j\ 0 unhain.g the JneU -Chechen 

TH nvr'^Ki ( f eJ<nri 14, wisciei . ihe dneo eoreec vis -s t^ib isLcd K iu.< frsi 
<. en' U' .s' 1 P a Uk^a -,he c-owml ib„, r 

I 1 " be \ii\r\x! >\ l\ J5,-j 4, *ujt>ei teierr^isti ei^p os.ng a suarb.cv' i.\ei niteiface 
na\c„;> \£ thai a J' ^t vOi uc'uu to -l Aj * o ?v,r: u c^-SI »nce 

\s I icrietheu o* v ]-* \%N"vns t to <> eiiiKjiv-cors s\itc.v i-'M w>rnprises ars 

21 f he met wo or claim 14 v\ heie;n the tile te-inriise* a data {Me 
~2 1 method of clains 14, therein Lie ille comprises a te\- Ilk 
2 i The method of ch\r.\ 14, wherein Ihe file compiles a jnaphn^ lue 
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2- >he mci t>d doiu >4\ ^hv'cj.i thv. xie v. np^es an a jOio ~lo 

riv oie"ia>d y <.,o m ,4, ^.j_ioin tlx ^\ «.oru\.se<- a \k\v n o 
"'i K'ix J >v J vir ' 1 tjii vt tOirprN im ie>.LU ir? ic n\ ^aL> r 'hdi iie 

T" I ''v >po ht l o' ^p. 7^ L<rt;u von.iiis.ng 5et_er 3n_, ho .r<^ - uir ?x>cu b% t !C 
I 1 -* <=\ bscn.">c do v isx. ri v ~lsujt 

2< I K rioi'ii l u ^ 14 v^noir 'noun* vKxiiruMu u\ ^<K%et ^ . iea ^ o 

2° \r e \v at ^ ,Oi tobies" i^eoc i r ro> fskx .kxji i j'i. or ^> u<Ued f a 
* rv b-v. iKr w> » v.or rrarne 'turns ^oi h> o ao^t. u ^ jcut ~s >> th ^ x*xeru 
> K^nbei to r'^ 'L'^iu I'^.iVoi,' ^ston M t, "^pt. atoS ^vipi m-v . f.isi ^. ie f n (.o^bV' d < 
^ 'nrcv* 'I i rwLetU > «o>p pa. ^.aroi o o>ster b)v 

Os v jn i^uuu *i t j% v<cm m i.vi,- v^v. o uo *he vvorc o so it o en »!> o 
Mw' Tie^. g'.u: terprjs, (..l*kvw o Soe^ia .^eJ betuee" t\*. f <ci~ * m L tie -e^ond (\j<,iU 
ove> jhuoi i ^if «u "ops <„ ! aruJ be + ii*-t v<fp 1 " dt i rs J 1 J ,u'ra t -^5^ )o 

v<) 1TS1 TOL JOJ5 % ^^S.0P i ^ 

»'Vr i J s jb ish ' k* >^t \r i os> t ij ,si ! uirun mljuu 1 ->osi\ v t Al *h *he 
>o rriur^a'.ors sWu/r jos a luafts* t< .bo rr ;>^' » ' 1 csvS, 1 -. > o^e^* ~o no<Ju , >/ *" "he 
second client; 

I in too ^ oup^ i Lent optv iie .ocieii, est ! b.i , " n the j >-> ^ H 'Mo^sogr^ 
v<> Mu.uirvaoon^c^ '(.> i vx > v nd » (.> r:nui ^itvi t her ic >c.vcer I'l f^st t'^r* nil i k 
■-euvki J'or, to ui< .ile ^les v oo u ttctA t-^iAfciiod hct^ e^n J:e fn^ ^.'>o^ l v>rJ 5 w stconJ 
.jl.i o iC eir toj iv.v.onJ <_.ur n- s'C ntv> ubopiiol (.O'l^i xi a h ec. t o 1 u't t <m to l k -c^ord 
so i n , b>T^v t *- 1 io i ou !\i ik /h\i- vy>ieT5 bo-* cUkI 

tx tv u a fit, osci -co id (.junur^ut'OP' v. i »'V 
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30. An apparatus for transferring one or more files from a first client associated with a 
fir t subscsibe; tu a communications to j <=s'eond cher.s associated \% ith a second 

subscriber to the communications system, the apparatus comprising 8 second client configured 



connect the second client to a communications system host; 

establish an instant messaging communications session with the first client to enable 
instant messaging communications to be exchanged between the first client and the second client 
over a first communications channel, the first communications channel passing through the 
communications system host, 

after establishing the instant messaging communications session, receive, through the 
communications system host, a request from the first, client to establish a direct, connection; 

enableeHaWiag a user to accept the request from the first client, 

establish, in the instant messaging communications session, a second communications 
channel between the first client and the second client to enable files to be directly transferred 
between the first client and the second client, wherein the second communications channel 
consists of a direct connection to the first client that bypasses the communications system bust; 
and 

receive a file over the second communications channel. 

3 1 A computer program, stored on a computer readable medium for transferring a file 
from a first client associated with a first subscriber to a communications system to a second 
client associated with a second subscriber to the communications system, comprising instructions 



connecting the first client to a communications system host; 
establishing an instant messaging communications session with the second client to 
enable instant messaging communications to be exchanged between the first client and the 

seiwuiid ehent over a first communications channel, the first communications channel passing 
through the ^•mmumcanons system host. 
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after establishing the irMan me'-saging eommamcamvix session sendmii. through the 
ovrsmun^ at-ons ^\siem host, a rupies* to the second client e^aM'sh .* direc: connection to "he 
second client; 

u a user of '.he svcor<J ehem accepts ihe request, establishing, in the malar- merging 
communications session, a second communications channel betv.t.er. the Fr.it ci*uit .md the 
*ci.und ched to enable files v he direct?) b\dr_stened betv-evr 'he drst ilterr and the second 
client, wheuir. the second lommumeatio;':'? channel consists of a duee* co'meet:oa So ihe second 
client d-a: ^ypass^s ihe ecmnumeatmns system hos:. and 

aansfcrimg a tile oeer the second „om.memeat;ors crunne: 

3? Slit >. osnpuie 1 " pK'gram ofeiaim * t vt' it-run the compiler ri.adjh:e medium 

33. The computer program of claim 31 wherein the 'computer readable medium 
comprises a client device. 

3" 4 live eon pi e< ;> ogram o. da.ir 3 V uun 'no v" - s\klable reo\m 

comprises a he*!, device. 

35, The Cx mruu-; progs air. or cla:m 3" vv herein f!ie e'T.ipe/e: reada')!t- mcdmm 
comprises a propagated- signal. 

3o. A computer program, stored on a computer readable medium rbr transferring a file 
front a first client associated with a first .subscriber to a communications system to a second 
client associated with a second subscriber to the communications system, comprising Instructions 

for: 

connecting the second client to a communications system host; 

establishing an instant messaging communications session with the first client to enable 
instant messaging communications to be exchanged between the first client and the second client 



PkJ 



o\ u a ' r s' u>m ^ii.ijai .v- -nar v! V e i en\r,MKJK\H u ! \i"fici t\i\-i"v 1 .oil , Te 
r !\ mcaucvN w e vV . , v ho r t, 

c tu evkis 'm^'bc »^ *i ! n g f t ..crura "su .'■on ^e m in ^vm^ f 1 o^sy 
cor jiu s vai e^- < skT Iv-t <i request bom Jv *i ^ o sent o t-UMish <J^c eonrxc u>n 

use >1, i^ a -^ei V ucep. t k 'tj - ,c * Co.r lit ir< v. tur 

c»\cLs rg j.^'sl !fKu*r re^c^nt, u'K.'r.nitrin^ v>"k>: m^ooh cor m jr.txiois 
o i »me. ^e f ^ ocj i\< htu 1 kI I w m.u i d >. uens t uiebk ne> <o be ce: . KeC 
bt.nt.vV is ■>! e»iu\ «i,f :iv m^ojJ <.! eri, wlici^r fit. mxi 1 id uu fv> ^c^ioi^ U anncl 

bWs <). 0 I'irut .vV Udi Hi V iii^d. I't'i '^fhM llOtO 1 ST JO (. C i. ^ ^s^T.A^' 

't^ej^in" i r k o>u Le 1 ic^avci u 'ursur-'v^Jons v.u .it' 

j„ sr/uui p'OgK ,r* i/ c i wi e e i > ic i. .rrp eiei ,e^k )ic paU urn 
comprises. a atsc> 

N I ne v<)!i ^atci p o^i** n or > ^ r 36 v.beie \ t ie to ,ip^tei vad/,ik sve\un 
comprises a enem device. 

\c > oiiv»aK p'njr^r . .i ,i 3<> ^he^em t k, >. >r>pt ici ,c ^ ,-ej'uri 
eor^i^ a b, -t <..cs .ce. 

-Us 1 x con/outer program of claim 36 wherein the computer readable medium is a 
p^o'V^jted si^" t. 

45. A user interface configured to enable to acceptance or rejection of a file transfer from 
a first client associated with a first subscriber to a communications system to a second client 
associated with a second subscriber to the communications system, the user interface 

comprising: 

a lb si graphical user interface element structured and arranged to notify m operator oi 
the second client of a request by the first client to establish a dsrect connection to the second 



c! en, t* >, seqtea ben ^ a> mrer c*eet> to 'ht -jCvOpo tAe\* b\ i e^p^ieinic, ^ns sWcvr n>v 
a, v."- ebV ia<^ (4 t *r tan? ^gv g coTe~it is.ah, r\ ^Cv^i t» v^tb t\e fi \t JxC & d th 
^rtx' lo^uc, .<•>- b\f t jssirg 4 h^ -wiiTJtnur e^uu ^torN^s* :hc pstao: gri_ 
c-^-.a ^.atvn < ,>c^k>,! o r Yib tpe m-e,o. 4 n^sacrg teir.v. ^ne J o-s ,o ie e«xV ^eu be^vee 
the 'V' el ap4 1 c soon c the 4 n< or a i o eoni'mineaii,^ eh,uiK. the: r e<->cs fe opg> *, 
v\>»np^j\<. u ,»of>s i\k't,r l-iv ape 

•>eu\iu siarh^, I v^e utei>,ee eicpien* st, etwu ,va r^ai^ea :o o^Me ae wp^tot 
! .l- \ee<>pe tLei» u> i\her /t. I »c e:^ ^t.vi^TJtni <■> tae Uaeet v,v e~\xi op ait' *» ;4c Lar^Ci 0\ej 
the direct co&nee4Mtt in the instant messaging commisnieatiarss session, 

4-'< Phc user MieHiee o: cu\m 4> wheiup the fir.st g<ar-bt.al uses sjitcrtuee dement v 
dialog, box. 

4 7 , 7h: usei interface of daim - : 5 wherein the second graphical ii'scr intcifaee ekipeni 
.ne!uJe,-> a ^o; of s,ub e;e;nenib ^\eelabk- by :he recpien* <■"• authop/e or rejt.e-' o\i:ih*ishrpent ot 
the direct connection. 

4^ (be nser ;nlei ai>,o o> abuo 7 \v herein i!u su** ckmenls art ontson bsu.or,^ 

4° u,sc Kiicffi^c oi i- s .iup 4 where-n the =uh canex^ include a ouh de-ncnt 
selectable to ai.tben.ie the J.ree* connection, 

*0 I : ie u^e; m*e;:ace of c aen 4? <\ never; the ,*ub escpien:* melndc a Mib e eincnt 
veket.;b:c to tojcef the dnceE e-innec*:ou 

5 1 Frt.- u^er uitei faec cl' chv.vt 4" wh^rem il^e sub tlep.^rt^ mehaUe a i >uh eienier:- 
ocleefaKe to we ;eqtv.v,. 



52. The user interface of claim 47 wherein the sub elements include a sub clement 
selectable to svani the first client not to send future requests for a direct connection to the second 
client. 

>i ■ ht method cSt m \ wherein connecting *rt first eken to a tomruriteaUon:? 
system ho >S meiutvs eo-meetmg iron-; :h first e'senf to the conm!umoa?\sns system h^st 

54 V k mcnVc o: cum v. Leicn eomitamg ire ocev-nd client to a com;ntuki w t3on> 
sw;cm Ihw eic'udes coru~e*mg from the second ehcsjt to the conMmoiedtton-* system ho<tf. 

55 fho appa:atn-> o: dtmv T^ \\herem the first idtent ts eonf'sdUK'U to -..ornect 10 a 

co ujuuni(.a:K>n5 system ho.0 b\ mnneetmg front the nVt e-ient to the coninsuu^at' ou.> »\«tem 
host. 

56. The apparatus of claim 30 wherein the second client is configured to connect to a 
communications system host by connecting from the second client to the communications system 

5 7 . The computer program of claim 3 1 wherein the instructions for connect mg the first 
client to a e'»mroomoaf:otij system ho^t meludt instructions for connecting from the first client to 
the eommunseamms system host 

•^.s 1 lie compntt i program oi ei:rm x h \s herein t'ne instructions tor connecting the 
second chert to a communications svstera host include infractions for connecting from the 
second them to the eommun. oahons system host. 

> 4 > The method of claim I fumu- comprising enabling the user to pcuxwo fhc leanest 
and monrtonng a response by the user t.-> me request. 



60. The method of claim 14 further comprising enabling the user to perceive the request 
arid monitoring a response by the user to the request. 

6 1 . The apparatus of claim 29 wherein the first client is further configured to enable the 
user to perceive the request and to monitor a response by the user to the request. 

62. The apparatus of claim 30 wherein the second client is further configured to enable 
the user to perceive the request and to monitor a response by the user to the request. 

63. The computer program of claim 3 1 further comprising instructions tor enabling the 
user to perceive the request and monitoring a response by the user to the request. 

64. The computer program of claim 36 further comprising instructions for enabling the 
user to perceive the request and monitoring a response by the user to the request. 

65. The method of claim 39. wherein enabling the user to perceive the request comprises 
or J-jhnt? * le .ev.jue.sl to be visually presented in a graphical user interface to the user of the 
second cnent. 

60. 1 he method of claim 60, wherein enabling the user to perceive the request comprises 
enabling the request to be visually presented in a graphical user interface to the user of the 

second client. 

67. The apparatus of claim 61, wherein the first client being configured to enable the 
user to perceive the request comprises the first client being configured to enable the second client 
to visually present the request in a graphical user interface to the user of the second client. 

(}>>, The apparatus of claim 62. wherein the second client being configured to enable the 
user to perceive the request comprises the second client being configured to enable the request to 
be visually presented in a graphical user interface to the user of the second client. 
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o°- The eonsnarei pjogras^ \>l chum f\\ whercm She instructions fvr e?iahhng the user to 
pt'ice>\c tilt; request compose instruction.; fot cnahmu ike second client to wsnalh present the 
reqnc 't sn a graphical u«er interface to ihc user of the .^coono' dtent 

~'o Tlx- coripmor program of dams r>4„ \s herein the instructions for enabling the UM.r to 
pcree^e the request compose mst-uaiorb. lor enabling tht reqiK,->t to he \ -snail) nresenltd ui a 
graphical user interface to the tL*er of the second ckem. 

~ 1 1 he method of c ami I , further e-Myipn.-ung sending an msum? r>us j ;^e to the ^eeoitu 
client hsi "g ^ t"t / >.et )rj . m .ti^v Jt-cne .'juPiT. *hi. pecn. nc^'-ayi v commu^^d > * ^ 
session. 

~J The method of chum 14, further comprising recewng an mutant snes^uge from flu 
fhst dient through the first wmtnisnicxtions channel Uunng the instant rnesMgrng 
cpmmwiicaiiofts session . 

73. The computer progtam of chinn 31. iurther comprising instructions far iendtitg an 
instant message io the second client through the first oiimrmnicuious diunnd durmg the nisUnt 
messaging coramunicaiions session. 

74 The computer pn -mki of dams 3o. rurtlvs comprising instruction:? tor rucoixuig m 
instant message from the first client through tht ihst eoiripemcmops channel uunng the instant 
messaging communications session. 

73. T he method of claim 1, wherein the user of the second client manually accents the 

request. 

76. The method of claim 14, wherein enabling the user to accept the request comprises 
enabling the user (o manually accept the request. 
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77 The compiler program of ctehn 3 L wherein the u^er of the .second chent manuals 
accepts the request 

: 8. The computer pi "gram of ekum 36. wherein the instructions fe- enabling the e^er to 
accept, the request from the first client compile instrueuons for enabling the u^or to numKiliy 
accept die request bom the first client. 
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